The Random Jottings of Donald Jay from Nelson in Pendle 
British Heritage 


The United Kingdom is a country steeped in history and tradition. From the ancient ruins of 
Stonehenge to the stunning architecture of Westminster Abbey, the UK is a land of rich cultural 
heritage. But in recent years, there has been concern about the preservation of this heritage, and 
whether it is being eroded by the changing social and political landscape of modern Britain. 
The story of British heritage is a long and fascinating one. It is a story that begins with the 
ancient Celts, who lived in Britain thousands of years ago. They left behind mysterious standing 
stones and burial mounds, which can still be seen today. The Romans then came to Britain and 
built magnificent structures such as Hadrian's Wall and the Baths in Bath, which are still major 
tourist attractions. 

The Middle Ages saw the rise of Christianity in Britain, and the building of magnificent 
cathedrals such as Canterbury and York. The Tudor period saw the construction of grand 
palaces such as Hampton Court and the establishment of the Church of England. The Industrial 
Revolution brought about a new era of prosperity and saw the construction of great engineering 
feats such as the railways and canals. 

But in the 20th century, Britain began to change. Immigration from the Commonwealth 
countries brought new cultures and traditions to the UK, which in turn led to tensions and 
challenges to the established order. The rise of political correctness and multiculturalism 
threatened to erode the very foundations of British heritage. 

Many Britons felt that their voice was being silenced, and that they were no longer able to 
celebrate their own heritage and traditions. Christmas became a "winter festival", Easter was 
renamed the "spring holiday", and traditional British dishes such as fish and chips were replaced 
by foreign cuisine. 

Despite these challenges, British heritage has not been lost. The UK is still home to magnificent 
buildings, ancient ruins, and museums that showcase the country's rich history. The Tower of 
London, Westminster Abbey, and Stonehenge are just a few examples of the many landmarks 
that continue to attract visitors from all over the world. 

The British people have also held onto their traditions and folklore. Morris dancing, cheese 
rolling, and the Highland Games are just a few examples of the many customs that have been 
passed down through the generations. These traditions are a reminder of the strong cultural 
identity that has been at the heart of Britain for centuries. 

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in British heritage. The National Trust, 
English Heritage, and other organizations have been working hard to preserve and promote the 
country's historic buildings and landmarks. The UK government has also introduced measures to 
protect the country's heritage, including listing buildings of historical and architectural 
importance and introducing legislation to protect historic monuments and landscapes. 

The future of British heritage is far from certain. But with continued efforts to preserve and 
promote it, there is hope that the UK's rich cultural identity will continue to be celebrated and 
cherished for generations to come. As the old saying goes, "If you want to understand the 
present, look to the past." In preserving our heritage, we ensure that our history remains alive 
and relevant, and that our identity as a nation remains strong. 

Poem. 


Once Britain was of pride and glory, 


Her heritage was strong and story 


But in the '45s, a new change came 

The influx of others, it did proclaim 

Political correctness took away our voice 

Our right to celebrate and make our own choice 
Our Christian culture was forgotten and denied 
Yet despite this, our folklore still survived 
Though not all British are of Christian faith 
Our culture is something that we must embrace 
We must honour and protect this heritage of ours 
As it's been with us through time's course 
Britain's heritage is something to cherish 

It's something that we won't ever perish 

For our culture and history is so grand and deep 
Our heritage will never truly be asleep. 


By Donald Jay 


